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Some North Shore Wrecks 


The steamer Commodore strand- 
ed near Peconic Inlet, on the north 
shore of Southold town, December 
26, 1866, and became a total wreck, 
according to Captain Harry B. 
Squires of Bridgehampton, who 
sent us the very iare photos of this 
and other vessels. He writes us 
that she was 275 feet long with a 
32-foot beam and a depth of 11 
feet. The Commodore, which ran 
regularly between New York and 
Stonington, Ct., was sold as junk 
where she lay for $8,050. 

In the September 1954 issue of 
the Forum appeared a letter from 
M:s. Eva Gordon Slaterbeck of 
Brooklyn who wrote in part: “My 
grandfather Halsey Haynes’ farm 
of 110 acres, partly wooded, 1an 
to the Sound and by the unwritten 
law of which Dr. Wood once wrote 
in the Forum, everything that came 
ashore fronting his farm belonged 
to Grandpa. And good Presbyterian 
though he was, Sunday or weekday 
he paced the beach for trophies. 

“Thus on December 26, 1866, he 
saw the wreck of the steamer Com- 
modore with 100 passengers and 
a variety of merchandise. A beau- 
tiful purvle and gold carpet came 
ashore whicl: later adorned the 
new home which Grandpa Halsey 
was building across the street. The 
heavy front-door of this new domi- 
cile also came from the Commo- 
dore’s remains, and also a very 
beautiful mahogany _ stair-railing. 
The door had a massive lock and 
key and we used to hide the key 
under the door-mat when we went 
to a neighbor’s to play dominoes. 
The lock reminded me of the one 
Jack of the Beanstalk hid in.” 

Captain Squires also writes us 
that the steamer Massachusetts, 
which came ashore near East 
Marion, Southold town, October 14, 
1877, as described by Captain Eu- 
gene S. Griffing in the December 
Forum, was 325 feet long, 46 feet 
in width and 16 feet in depth. Built 


Continued on page 68 
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°Billy 


ON a winter morning in the 
late 1750's a small group of 
men on horseback clattered along 
the shoreline of southern Long Is- 
land. One horse pulled a cart 
loaded with iron chain. At a 
point near East Patchogue the men 
dismounted and hauled the chain 
onto the hard sand. 

William Nicoll, lawyer and sur- 
veyor, picked up one end of the 
chain—it was a Gunter’s Chain, a 
standard 66 feet long measuring 
device for surveyors—and moved 
out across the icy expanse of Pat- 
chogue Bay. He pointed at the 
uneven horizon of sand dunes, the 
barrier beach far across the icy 
waste. 

“We'll start from over there, at 
a point west of Long Cove. Take 
the other end of the chain, Daniel.” 

Daniel Smith II and his sons 
tied the horses to dwarf oaks 
close to shore. Daniel, his breath 
steaming in the north wind, hur- 
ried to pick up the chain. “Easy 
now, Billy, we haven't tested that 
ice. Here, strike out with this 
pole.” 


Fae 
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icoll and the (2hain 


Chester G. Osborne 
Editor’s Note 


Mr. Osborne, a contributing ed- 
itor of the Forum, is Curator of 
Manuscripts of the Museum, Manor 
of St. George, at Mastic in Brook- 


haven Town, the colonial home- 
stead of William Tangier Smith. 
Two prominent Patchoguers, 


George C. and Hugh S. Furman, 
are trustees of the one-time man- 
or which was bequeathed to the 
Town of Brookhaven. 


“Thought you said this was a 
frozen time,’’ Nicoll said nervously. 

“Well, it is, it but I don't 
want you blaming me if you fall 
in. Be careful.” 

Nicoll needed no further warn- 
ing for he was cautious by nature; 
tapping the pole ahead of him as 
a blind man would, he ventured 
out upon the ice. Daniel and his 
son followed with the other end 
of the chain, a compass, axes, some 
wooden stakes, and other gear. 

Slipping and sliding, they were 
a long time in reaching the dunes 


of Great South Beach. Then Nicoll 


1S, 


a 
. a 
2 


5 Ae. 
> 





oat 
‘Seg Sf 


cad 


~~ 


A Strip of Outer Beach in the 1890's 


strode to a high place with an ax 
and a stake. 

“Set the compass, so as to see 
how much the beach runs to the 
southwest, Daniel called to him. 
“We want to come square across 
the Island if we are to settle this.” 

The boys watched impatiently. 
“It's cold. Why don't we start?” 
one complained. 

“Lawyer Nicoll ain't cold. He's 
still heated up from his argument 
with Lawyer Clowse,”’ the other re- 
plied. 

But Daniel was more patient, as 
Nicoll took his sightings; this was 
a new experience, this getting up 
in the night and coming here to 
settle an argument. It would be 
something to talk about for months 
at his inn at Coram. It might be- 
come legendary, a rare feat of skill 
and endurance. Even so, Daniel 
had a suspicion that the quarrel 
between the middle Island people 
and those of the south shore might 
not now be resolved. But there 
would surely be new fuel for hot 
arguments; many a glass would be 
quaffed; many a table would be 
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pounded with angry fists at his inn; 
people would gather; it would be 
good for business. 

There was at this time a great 
noise about the middle of the Is- 
land, Daniel reflected: the south 
people wanted to measure from the 
Bay; the middle of the Island peo- 
ple wanted to measure from the 
Ocean. And Lawyer Clowse had 
shouted that if he was in Old Eng- 
land he could prove by men there 
where the middle of the Island 
was, for they would say they were 
cast away, for instance, on the 
south side of the Island, not on 
the south side of the Bay . . . And 
arguments raged because property 
lines and titles were involved. 

Daniel watched with amusement. 
One of the boys muttered, “Craziest 
thing I ever saw.’ And Lawyer 
Nicoll now skipped back and forth 
across the dunes, and took more 
sightings. 

‘I want to be exact about the 
business,’’ Nicoll said. ‘Must be 
exact.” 

Daniel grinned. Nicoll was the 
one who had finally brought Daniel 
into the controversy: “You are a 
great hunter, Danny. You know 
the land. You can tell me how to 
get across the width of the Island 
without meeting with marshes, 
hills, and rivers. You can tell me, 
too, when it is a frozen time, so 
that I can measure straight across 
the Bay on the ice.” 

“Can and will,’ Daniel had 
agreed. And when one of his sons 
had come in with word that the 
Bay was frozen, Daniel himself had 
gone to Islip to tell Nicoll. 

And Nicoll had hastened to Cor- 
am. The family had made a great 
fire and a fine breakfast, but Nicoll 
had eaten hastily, as an angry man 
would, and urged them on their 
way. 

“Ready now,’ Nicoll called to 
the Smiths. ‘Dan, have one of 
the boys go on ahead to test the 
ice with a pole. You keep an eye 
to the compass. Have the other 
boy take that end of the chain. 
Careful now! I'm still shy about 
falling in.” 

They moved out in procession 
across the ice. The wind from the 
north was against them now, and 
they leaned into it, shivering, 
stumbling. The cold iron chain 
seemed to burn into their hands 
through their gloves. 


Continued on page 76 
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“Wreck of the Schooner “Beaumont 


N writing about the life-savers 
I of Fire Island and the adjacent 
shores, I decided to stay away as 
much as possible from dry records 
and official reports; and try to 
find, if possible, a man still living 
who had actually taken part in 
some of the heroic deeds and as- 
tonishing events involving the old 
United States Life Saving Service 
while it was still functioning. I 
was not particularly interested in 
the crews who man the powerful 
engine-driven, self-bailing boats 
now in use by the Coast Guard, 
magnificent and efficient as they 


are; but rather in the men who 
hauled their surf-boats and gear 


through miles of sand to the scene 
of a wreck, and then launched them 
against the thundering breakers and 
pulled on the fourteen-foot oars 
until their mission was accem- 
plished. 

With the usual luck which seems 
to have attended my efforts in con- 
nection with this series, I found 
exactly the man I wanted in the 
person of Captain Edward W. 
Baker, for years the captain, or 
skipper, of the Fire Island Life 
Saving Station, and the son of the 
equally famous and legendary Cap- 
tain Charles Baker of the re- 
nowned Point O' Woods Life 
Saving Station. 

At the age of seventy-one, Cap- 
tain Ed Baker was a most aston- 
ishing man. Lean and athletic in 
build, he had the good humor 
which always seems to be part of 
the man who has done things and 
faced death many a time. His 
piercing eagle-eye had seen much, 
and his clear memory enabled him 
to talk of events which had taken 
place many, many years ago. 

One night he came up with the 
following fascinating story, and 
knowing Fire Island beach as I 
do, I can well imagine the event 
as he related it. Certainly these 
oldtime lifesavers earned their 
money. True, that during the sum- 
mer they had a lay-off, but that 
was more than compensated for 
during the wicked winter months 
when at times they had as many 
as four major wrecks in a thirty- 
day period. 


Douglas Tuomey 


One of the most disliked and 
rugged chores of all was the night- 
ly beach patrol, a must in any kind 
of weather. According to Captain 
Baker, no tougher assignment could 
be imagined, and it had to be 
carried out according to the follow- 
ing formula. The Captain of the 
Point O’ Woods station would give 
a brass tag to the surfman start- 
ing out to the west, and he would 
carry this to the end of his patrol 
where a small shelter was estab- 
lished. Here he would meet the 
surfman who had started east from 
the Fire Island station; they would 
exchange tags, and upon return to 
their station would deliver the tag 
to their captain. A very elementary 
but positive proof that the patrol 
had been made. 


oe 





During a very bad night, when 
the wind would be driving sand 
and spray in jet-like streams often 
several feet above the beach level, 
the effect upon the exposed faces 
of the men was blinding. Fre- 
quently it would be impossible to 
face the blast for more than a 
hundred feet without turning their 
backs for momentary relief, and 
it was during those intervals that 
the surfman scanned the pounding 
surf as far seaward as possible, and 
cupped his hands to his ears for 
the boom of a gun which would 
mean a ship in distress. 

Most of the men made masks 
which they wore. Some of thes« 
were made of canvas, with slits 
cut for the eyes. Others were ot 
pliable leather with small holes 
Captain Baker's favorite protection, 
he said, was a pair of huge leather 





U. S. Lifesaver With Coston Light 
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mittens which he held against his 
face in such a position as to en- 
able him to peer between them. 
One of the spine-tingling stories 
he told about these lonesome pa- 
trols had to do with a surfman 
named Allen who left his station 
near midnight and headed out 
against a howling blizzard driving 
dead inshore, and accompanied by 
sub-zero temperature. A heavy sea 
roared up the beach to break 
against the dunes, throwing up a 
curtain of spray that froze as the 
gale drove it inland. So bad was 
the night that the skipper had 
warned Allen to stay well back be- 
hind the dunes, coming up to the 
top occassionally to make whatever 
observation would be possible. 
Allén reached the half-way hut 
far later than usual, as every step 
of the journey had been a struggle, 
not only against the screaming 
wind but against the sea itself. So 
heavy was it, that he was forced to 
make several detours far inland 
where the combers had_ broken 
through and flooded the hollows 
behind the dunes. Along with this, 
the temperature had fallen steadily, 
and eel grass, shrubs and brush 
behind the barrier were frozen into 
stiff and foot-tripping clumps. 
Thoroughly exhausted, Surfman 
Allen finally staggered into the hut 
and managed to close the door 
against the pressure of the gale. 
He lit the lantern, noticing that it 
was still slightly warm, a sign that 
the surfman he was supposed to 
meet had been there, probably wait- 
cd, and then decided to return to 


his own station. Allen stirred up 
the fire which the first man had 
left; and stripping off his ice- 
weighted outer clothing, lit his pipe 
and settled down for a half-hour 
rest before attempting the return 
trip. 

Soon his head sank to his chest 
and his eyes closed. The clatter 
of his pipe upon the floor when it 
slipped from his hand brought him 
alert, and at that moment he 
thought he heard the crack of a 
cannon. Jumping to his feet, he 
opened the door on a crack and 
listened. Nothing but the roar of 
the breakers and the blast of wind 
through the door could be heard. 
Knowing that the shot would be 
repeated if it came from a ship in 
distress, he waited awhile but final- 
ly closed the door and turned to 
replenish his pipe. 

Done with the smoke, he shook 
out his oil-skins, put them on and 
opened the door. He backed out 
against the hurricane of wind and 
sleet, pulling the door after him, 
and slipping the peg into the latch. 
Without turning to face the fierce 
tempest, he lifted his face skyward 
to see if any sign of a_ break 
showed there, and to his utter 
amazement there, right above his 
head and jutting over the roof of 
the hut was the enormous bow- 
sprit of a ship. The white face 
of a man looked down on him with 
numbed eyes. The man’s arms and 
legs were wrapped around the bow- 
sprit and frozen there. 

It took Allen some time to free 
the man and drag him to the shel- 

Contirued on page 75 
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BATH IN EVERY ROOM 





400 Broadway (Route 110), off Sunrise Highway 
Amityville, Long Island 
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tJ—Recreation Program 
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North Shore, N. Y. 

Recently I acquired an envelope 
used during the stampless period 
and postmarked “North Shore, 
N. Y.” It has been suggested that 
“North Shore” is or was a Long 
Island community. Can you fur- 
nish any information on this place? 


Carl F. Baker Huntington 








TRAPHAGEN SCHOOL 


OF FASHION For Results 


TRAINING HERE PAYS LIFE DIVIDENDS 
Summer, Fall aad Winter Courses 
Professional methods day or eve. All 
branches of Fashion for beginners or 
advanced students. Regents’ Credits. 


DAY, EVENING & SATURDAY COURSES 
Now forming for Design, Illustration, Cloth- 
ing Construction and all branches of Fashion 


INTERIOR DECOR. and DISPLAY 
Courses here prepare students for the fasci- 
nating and remunerative fields of commercial 
art. Maximum instruction in minimum time. 
Active Free Placement Bureau. 
Send for Cirenlar For Phone CO. 5-2077. 
REGISTER NOW! Our Graduates in Demand! 


Traphagen, 1680 B’way (52 St.) N. Y. 19 








Many Easter Gifts 


IN CHINA 
Minton Bone, Spode, Doulton 
Syracuse, Lenox 


IN STERLING 
Stieff Towle Gorham 
IN GLASS 
Fostoria Tiffin Duncan 


And Other Quality Lines 


TOOMEY’S GIFTS 
85 Main St. BAY SHORE 
17 E. Main St. Smithtown 




















Serving Suffolk 


e Viassapequa to Hampton Bays 
e Cold Spring Harbor to 
Greenport 


OVER 30 YEARS! 


LAUNDERING * DRY CLEANING 


BLUE POINT rt faundry 


EMerson 3-6000 
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Packard Sales and Service 


SCHARD MOTORS 
Merrick Rd. and Bayview Av. 


AMitvyille 4-1438 
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See CHistoric Suffolk (County 


HIS list of Suffolk County's 
* points of historic interest avail- 
able to the public was prepared by 
the Suffolk County Historical Socie- 
ty. The compilation was done by 
Mrs. John D. Hallock of Riverhead, 
the society's correspodning secretary, 
and Mrs. Edward H. Rogers, one 
of its councilors and village his- 
torian of Westhampton Beach. 
The list does not include nu- 
merous other historic buildings and 
places that are not open to public 
inspection, but simply those that 
may be visited at stated times. As 
president of the Suffolk County 
Historical Society, and County His- 
torian, the publisher of the Forum 
believes that this list will prove 
useful to schools, organizations and 
the public generally. 


NORTH SHORE 


WHALING MUSEUM, 25A Main 
St., Cold Spring Harbor. Closed 
during winter. 


NATHAN HALE ROCK, at Hale- 
site on the shore of Huntington 
Harbor. The monument marks the 
landing place on L. I. of Hale dur- 
ing the Revolution when he was a 
spy in Gen. Washington’s Army. 
Turn north on Fort Hill Rd. from 
25A; it runs into Vineyard Rd. and 
extends to the shore of Huntington 
Bay. 


EAGLES NEST, a mile north of 


Lillian Hallock 
Beatrice G. ‘Ragers 


25A on Little Neck Rd., Centerport. 
Vanderbijt Marine Museum and 
Mansion given by William K. Van- 
derbilt to Suffolk County. World- 
wide connection of marine and wild 
life. Also ship model collection. 
Open daily (except Monday) 10 to 


4, May ist through Oct. 31st. 
Small admission charge. 
“HUNTINGTON HISTORICAL 


SOCIETY, southwest corner of 
High St. and New York Ave., Hunt- 
ington. Conklin House built in 
1760’s and furnishings of the 18th 
and 19th century. Reference li- 
brary on local history. Open Wed., 
Thurs., Fri. 2 to 5. 


FINE ARTS BUILDING, Heck- 
scher Park. On route 25A, at Prime 
St., Huntington. Collection of paint- 
ings and other art objects. Open 
daily except Monday, 10 to 12 and 
2 to 5. Admission free. 


WALT WHITMAN’S BIRTH- 
PLACE. East side of route 110 
about a mile north of Northern 
State Parkway, South Huntington. 
Famous American poet (1819-1892). 
Founded Huntington weekly news- 
paper “The Long Islander” in 1835. 
Birthplace built about 1810 by Wal- 
ter Whitman, father of poet. Open 
Sat., Sun., 2 to 5 from May 31st to 
October. Admission free. 


OLD FIRST CHURCH and Sab- 


bath Path. Route 25A (Main St.) 
Huntington. Organized 1658 as an 
independent congregation. Presby- 
terian since 1748. First building in 
1665, second in 1715, used as a store 
by the British in 1777. Present 
church built in 1784, using oak tim- 
ber from Lloyd’s Neck. Bell cast in 
1715 and still in use. Open daily 
9 to noon all year. Admission free. 


CARRIAGE HOUSE AND 
BLACKSMITH SHOP of Suffolk 
Museum. On route 25A, Stony 
Brook. Over 200 horsedrawn ve- 
hicles and completely equipped Tap 
Room. Original Sam West Black- 
smith Shop moved from East Se- 
tauket. Open daily 12:30 to 5:30, 
May 16 through Nov. 30 Admis- 
sion non-members 50 cents, chil- 
dren 25 cents. 


STONY BROOK GRIST MILL. 
On Mill Rd. just off Main St., Stony 
Brook. A mill grant to Adam 
Smith, one of the seven sons of 
Richard Smith, patentee of Smith- 
town, founded in 1665. Original 
millstones brought from France 
stil] in use. Open by arrangement 
in advance. Admission free. 


SUFFOLK MUSEUM. Christian 
Ave. and Hollow Rd., Stony Brook. 
Melville collection of paintings, 
sketches and memorabilia of Wil- 
liam Sidney Mount, noted Ameri- 
can painter of 19th century. Ex- 
hibits of Long Island flora and fau- 
na. Interior of 19th century store. 


Continued on Page 72 





Home of the Suffolk County 


Historical Society, Riverhead 
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at Greenport near where she came 
ashore, this vessel, although badly 
damaged, was hauled off and after 
extensive repairs was again in ser- 
vice on the Sound the following 
year. 

The steamer Rhode Island, writes 
Captain Squires, built at Greenport, 
at the west end of Long Island in 
1836, stranded in the sound off 
Huntington November 1, 1846. All 
150 persons aboard were rescued 
and the vessel was hauled off and 
returned to service. 

In the winter of 1849-50, however, 
this ill-fated steamer of 588 tons, 
211 feet in length, while enroute 
to California encountered a terrific 
storm in the south Atlantic and 
foundered. 


Woodhulls of Setauket 


Perhaps other people know, but 
I only learned recently that a 
hatchment is a coat-of-arms paint- 
ed on wood. This was placed over 
the gate or over the door .at the 
death of the head of the house. 

Richard Woodhull, one of the 
first settlers in Setauket, probably 
came there from East Hampton, 
as his signature is found on a 
paper at the latter place a little 
earlier. Coming to America on a 
crowded ship, there would be little 
room for anything but necessities. 

In 1687 his cousin, Lord Crewe, 
sent Richard Woodhull the hatch- 
ment from England with a letter. 
One of the ‘quarterings” (I think 








that is the right word) on the 
shield is the Crewe coat-of-arms. 
One night when the Woodhull 


house burned down, the coat-of- 
arms was saved and now I under- 
stand it is the property of the son 
of one of the six Woodhull broth- 
ers who were the last of the family 
- on the Woodhull farm. The letter 
was destroyed, but fortunately a 
photostatic copy was preserved in 
the Woodhull genealogy. My friend, 








Island’s Largest Display 

Ira J. Friedman, 215 Main Street, 
Port Washington, who has the 
largest display of Long Island 
books, maps and other material, 
is selling Historic Long Island in 
Pictures, Prose and Poetry at list 
price exclusively in that territory. 

—Adv. 








The Barth-Hamilton 
Agency, Inc. 
Complete INSURANCE Service 
George C. Barth, President 
134A Broadway Amityville 


AM 4-6600 and 6601 














Miss Margaret Davis, copied it for 
me. Here is the letter: 

Sr—I was heartily glad to find 
by yr letter, that it hath pleased 
God to blesse and prosper your 
family, and that you received the 
small present I sent you some time 
since which I thought had beene 
lost. For our Country news, take 
this account, my father departed 
this life **** 12, 1679, and as he 
lived well, soe he had greate joy 
at his death, with a longing to 
Leave this world. I have six chil- 
dren but noe sonne, it having 
pleased God to take him in ye 
15th year of his age a man growne 
and very hopefull, Gods will bee 
done. My Brother Walgrave hath 
left one sonne who stands heir 
both to ye Bishop of Duresme and 
myselfe; for Thenford, yr Cosen 
Wadhull Lives very well, is a Jus- 
tice of peace and very well be- 
loved. the three brothers Live all 
together, with the greatest kind- 
nesse that can bee. My uncle Sal 
dyed last yeare & is buryed at Hin- 
ton, my Uncle Thomas a year be- 
fore, my Uncle Nathaniel is still 
Living. I have enclosed the papers 
you desire. My service to all my 
Cosens. I rest 

Yr Loving freind & kinsman 

Crewe 
Steane, Sept. 5, 1687 

For my Loving Kinsman Rich- 
ard Wadhul Esq.” 

When I first remember going 
with my father to call at the Wood- 
hulls’, the mother was still living 
and there were five sons and two 
daughters living in the old house. 


Continued on page 70 








Visitors Welcome 

The General Museum-Library of 
the Suffolk County Historical So- 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily 
(except Sundays and _ Holidays) 
from one to five P. M. 

Visitors always welcome (no 
charge) at this educational insti- 
tution where items connected with 
Long Island’s history, culture and 
natural sciences are on displav. 
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LONG ISLAND 
Books— Maps-— Prints 
Paintings—Documents 

Bought and Sold 


Ira J. Friedman 


215 Main Street 
Port Washington 
Tel. PO 7-3547 


























E. CLAYTON SMITH 


Established 1913 
Jobber-Replacement Parts 
Tools - Equipment 
218-220 East Main St. 


Babylon Tel. MO 9-0551 








The Bowne House 


Historical Society 
Judge Charles S. Colden, President 
presents 
The Bowne House 
Built 1661 
Bowne St. and Fox Lane 
FLUSHING, N. Y. 

A Shrine to Religion Freedom 


ADMISSION FREE 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Saturdays 3to5 P.M 








Blomquist Laundry 


COMPLETE 
LAUNDRY SERVICE 


11 Cottage Row Glen Cove 
Tel. Glen Cove 4-1105 


Serving the Community 
Since 1900 




















Phone CHapel 9-2000 








Farmingdale Federal Savings v 


and Loan Association 
312 CONKLIN STREET 


3i% Per Annum 


FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 
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°Bridgehampton’s ‘Dr. @lulford 


N the February issue of the Long 

Island Forum, the article ‘“Coun- 
try Doctor of Yore’’ by Douglas 
Tuomey, brings to mind another 
country doctor, one of this east 
end locality. 

In this age of laboratories, hos- 
pitals, miracle drugs and unbeliev- 
able surgery, such stories of country 
doctors of the past seem too fan- 
tastic to be true. Yet, coming as 
they do from different sources, I 
believe them to be substantially 
correct. 

In William D. Halsey’s Sketches 
From Local History, I read: ‘“Doc- 
tor Edgar B. Mulford was born in 
Amagansett, Long Island on Octo- 
ber 5, 1848. After graduating from 
the Bellevue Hospital Medical 
School, he located in Bridgehamp- 
ton, Long Island. He was excep- 
tionally successful in his profes- 
sion and died on February 17, 
1926.” 

Doctors, like men of those times, 
dressed for the weather; style was 
secondarv. Heavy wool under- 
wear of ankle and wrist length 
was worn. The suits of clothes 
were mostly wool and, when driv- 
ing in winter, many men folded 
several layers of newspaper about 
their chest and stomach in between 
vest and buttoned coat. Their wool 
socks were usually hand knit as 
were their wristlets and mittens. 

Cloth arctics that buckled almost 
to the knee were pulled on over 
their shoes. An ulster was the com- 
mon driving coat. This was a ereat- 
coat of heavy woolen cloth which 
extended almost to the shoe-tops 
and had a large collar that, when 
turned up, covered the ears. A hat 
with ear flaps to further protect 
was usually worn. Sitting in ulster 
and a heavy lap-robe abort _ his 
knees and feet in an onen buggy, 
the driver was still likely not to be 
too warm as he jolted and bumped 
over the frozen, rutted road. In win- 
ter, a horse on rough roads could 
trot only at intervals. The driver 
sat and took the punishment hours 
at a time with no physical exercise 
to keep his body warm. 

I remember but one visit to Dr. 
Mulford. His office was a front 
room of his large home in Bridge- 


Jtoward Cf. Hendrickson 
Editor’s Note 


The author writes us that Dr. 
Mulford’s practice extended from 
Quogue to Montauk Point, a dis- 
tance of some forty-three miles. 
Also, that during the nation-wide 
flu epidemic of 1917-18, Dr. Mulford 
lost but two of the numerous cases 
he attended. 





hampton. Opening off this office 
was a roomy closet that showed 
shelves holding, what seemed to 
me, hundreds of bottles of all 
shapes and sizes and filled to vary- 
ing degrees with pills and liquids 
of all colors. Office fee was fifty 
cents. From that visit I recall Dr. 
Mulford as a quiet man, intent on 
his work, who spoke in a some 
what hoarse, unemotional voice. 


Until automobiles and good 
roads came, the country doctors 
depended on road horses. If Dr. 
Mulford had a weakness, it must 
have been raising road horses, for. 
at one time he had, some two miles 
from his home, a field, adjacent 
to a fresh water pond, a barn, stacks 
of hay, and some twenty head of 
mares, foals, colts, and, no doubt, 
a stallion. I never learned what 
the good doctor’s ambition was in 
this venture, but I was told that 
one horse developed speed enough 
to be raced. If it ever came in the 
money, I never heard, but I do 
remember his long shaft, yellow 
wheeled breaking cart. 

A country doctor's practice was 
measured in the number of road 
horses he kept. Some _ needed 
three, since, when the doctor came 


Continued on page 77 
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Babylon 





CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 
W. Main, by Lake MOhawk 9-0644 
a Munsey Park ie 


See Wile for 
Worth While Real Estate 
General Brokerage 
Manhasset and vicinity 
DAVID T. WILE JR. & CO. 
8393 Northern Blvd. Manhasset 667 











Mineola 


J. ALFRED VALENTINE 
Real Estate - Insurance 
148 Mineola Boulevard 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 








Hicksville 





SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Inc. 
Real Estate - Insurance 
167 Broadway’ Tel. WElls 1-0600 





Riverhead 





DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long Island Country 
Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 








REAL ESTATE 


Insurance Mortgages 


JOHN T. PULIS 


101 Richmond Ave., Amityville 
AMityville 4-1489 














EASTPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 


Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street EAstport 5-0164 














Savings Accounts opened 
and Banking-by-Mail 


The Union 
Savings Bank 


of Patchogue, New York 


The only Savings Bank in 
Western Suffolk County 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 
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Continued from Page 68 
Mrs. Woodhull loved to show their 
old treasures. Later the mother 
and two daughters both died in 
one dreadful year. After that, the 
sons preferred to bring the coat- 
of-arms outside for folks to see. 
Many an old document must have 
burned in that house and I was 
always thankful that Richard 
Woodhull gave father some of the 
old documents which were connect- 
ed with our family. When the old 
house burned, four brothers barely 
escaped with their lives, and spent 
the rest of their lives in the new 
house built on the ruins of the old 
house. The son and two daughters 
of the brother who married and 
lived in Stony Brook are the last 
survivors of that line. 
Kate W. Strong Setauket 


Birth of a Highway 

The first minister of Huntington 
was also the first miller of the 
town, and concerning his mill we 
find in the Town records this item: 

Jan. 13, 1659, Mr. leverig cleared 
the town of their ingagement con- 
cerning thar not doing the dam at 
the tim be for the cort”. It would 
seem that the town had failed to 
improve the surface of the dam so 
that carts might reach the mil!l 
which stood quite a distance west 
of “The path to the harbor”. 

Subsequently, Mr. Leverich re- 
linquished his rights to the mil] in 
favor of Mark Megs who con- 
structed a new dam farther down 
stream and on Jan. 6, 1671 “it was 
voted and agreed that the constable 
and townse men shall Consult to- 
gether to consider of a way that 
the water may be let out of the 
mil-pond and see if the parties 
aforesaid can agree with mark 
mags upon terms whereby the 
towne and mark megs doth joyntlv 
agree for the removal of the said 
ee ee 

Then on Sept. 18, 1671 we find 
that “It is agreed by marke mees 
& ye Towne of huntington that ve 
towne should have their first high- 
way between the pond and his lott 
& soo through over the dam the 
Towne taking ye dam for their 
owne”. Thus evolved Huntington’s 
first highway that had not first 
been an Indian path. Just two 
blocks long, winding past the for- 
mer mill site whereon stands the 
local water pumping station, it still 
retains the name Mill Dam Road 
given by those who needed flour al- 
most three centuries ago. 

As Huntington village grew, the 


Continued on next page 


I would be lost without this 
magazine. I’ve learned so much 
about the island’s history and love 
every article. Mrs. Russell Tabor, 
Orient. 





Port Washington 





Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Ine. 
Real Estate and Insurance 
POrt Wash. 7-3124 185 Main St. 





Commack 


Established — 1925 \ 
JOHN W. NOTT 
Listings Wanted, Farms, Acreage " 
Estates East of Huntington 
Jericho Turnpike at Commack, L. I. Y 
FOrest 8-9322 


Huntington 


HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Ine. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 














Wyandanch 


HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 








Mastic 





Realtor—Insuror 
BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
MONTAUK HIGHWAY 
Phone ATlantic—1-8110 


Glen Head 
M. 0. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
25 Glen Head Road 
PHONE: ORiole 6-0491 
Agency Estab. Over 50 Years 











Central Islip 
ROBERT E. O°’ DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Islip 
Real Estate - Insurance \ 
Established 1911 











INSURANCE j 


Francis B. Garvey Robert Snyder 


Kabylon MOhawk 1-2600 














Ketcham & Colyer, Inc. 
INSURANCE 


George S. Colyer, Secy. 
Broadway anc Park Ave. 
AMityville 4-0198 
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Homeland 





Umondale 


PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 


889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 








Patchogue 





Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. GRover 5-2100 





Glen Cove 


HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W.Glen St. Tel. ORiole 6-1506 
And 15 Forest Ave., Locust Valley. 


Westbury 








HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
For Westbury and Vicinity 
EDgewood 3-0108 249 Post Ave. 








Floral Park 


EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 
“ales - Appraisals - Insurance 
111 Tyson Ave. FLoral Park 4-0333 








Lake Ronkonkoma 





CLIFFORD R. YERK 
Lots, Farms, Shore Frontage 


Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 
Telephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 





East Norwich 


RICHARD DOWNING & SONS 
Real Estate & Insurance Brokers 
North Hempstead Turnpike 
Tel. OYster Bay 6-0592 


” BENJI T. WEST 


Real Estate -Insurance 


EAST /ETAUKET 
Lond Island, New York 
@ Tel. 101 Setauket s 

















Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mgr. 
199-A Broadway AMityville 4-0376 




















need for more roads was evident 
so they were constructed with the 
full consent of the people until 1869 
when a road was proposed which 
met with strenuous objection. At 
that time a road already existed 
from Main street southward and 
an enterprising group sought to 
continue that road northerly to the 
harbor, while others advanced the 
theory that the extension was un- 
necessary. 

Finally on May 6, 1869 the N. Y. 
State Legislature passed an “Act to 
provide for the laying out and 
opening of a highway in the village 
of Huntington .. .” and on April 
30, 1870 the highway was laid out. 
But the objectors had not been idle 
and on July 15, 1882 a Court order 
was issued compelling the town to 
reimburse some of the landown- 
ers along the new road for dam- 
ages suffered by the loss of farm- 
land. The road had been laid out 
to run straight to the corner of 
one man’s barn, and it was he who 
collected most in the suit as his 
cowyard was completely voided. 
However, entirely unmentioned was 
the fact that the brick house on 
the property was to be on one of the 
newly made and most valuable 
business corners of the village. 

Eventually all claimants were 
paid and the new dirt route, later 
surfaced with clamshe|ls and now 
a concrete boulevard, became one 
of the most traveled streets in the 
town. On the road maps it appears 
as route 110, although locally it is 
given the very metropolitan name 
of New York Avenue, and is the 
shortest connecting link between 
the village and the harbor with 
its docking and boating facilities. 

As the new road passes through 
the old millpond site it seems to 
dip a |ittle, as though in reverence, 
just where it crosses that old wind- 
ing “path to the mill”. 

Roy E. Lott 
Town Historian 
Huntington 


For a reading-aloud family, the 
L. I. Forum is ideal, informative 
and always interesting. (Miss) Vir- 
ginia Calkins, Hempstead. 


No Place Like L. I. 


After all is said and done there’s 
no place iike Long Island. So too 
I feel toward the Forum. There 
is something about it that is not 


common to other magazines. (Miss) 
Elizabeth R. Brown, East Hamp- 
ton. 


East Quogue 
GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Squires Ave., East Quogue 
Tel. Hampton Bays 2-0190 








Wantagh 


W. J. JORGENSEN 
Realtor — Appraisals 
Tel. Wantagh 2210 








Wading River 
WM. L. MILLER & SON 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Phone: Wading River 4323 








Garden City 


BULKLEY ¢ [ORTON (0. 


GST IATO REALTORS 
ES 








‘*Brooklyn and Long Island's Largest 
Real Estate Organization’ 


721 Franklin Ave. PI 6-5400 








**The Fame Behind the Name”’ 


HARDER 


Extermination Service, Inc. 


Termite Control, Mothproof- 
ing and all other services 


Phone Nearest Office 


GRover 5-2100 HUntington 4-2304 
PArk 7- 2943 I1Vanhoe 1-800 
MOhawk 9-2020 SOuthampton 1-0346 
BEllport 7-0604 STony Brook 17-0917 


F. Kenneth Harder Robert Troup 
President Vice-President 














Mortgage Loans 


First Mortgage Loans 
Are Our Specialty 
When you’ve found the 
home you would like to buy 
or build, consult us about 
financing. 


Su*olk County’s 
Oldest Savings Bank 


Incorporated 1858 
Southold Savings Bank 
Southold, New York 


Member Federal! Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 
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Continued from page 67 
Open daily including Sunday, 12:30 
to 5:30. Closed in January. 


STONY BROOK OAK. Lubber 
St., Stony Brook. Turn north from 
25A on Quaker Path. Largest white 
oak tree on Long Island, believed 
to be between 400 and 500 years 
old 


CAROLINE CHURCH of Brook- 
haven. Setauket Green, Setauket. 
Turn north from 25A on Main St. 
to Setauket Green. Built in 1729 
and in 1730 received silver Com- 
munion Set from Queen Caroline. 
Oldest Episcopal Church building 
on L. I. in original use. Open 
daily 9 to 6. Admission free. 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Strong’s Neck Rd. at Setauket 
Green, Setauket. From 25A turn 
north on Main St. Built in 1811. 
Earlier church was built in 1714 
and was used as a British bar- 
racks during the Revojution. Wil- 
liam Sidney Mount, noted painter, 
buried here. Open on Sunday at 
11 AM for public worsip. 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 
Main St., Smithtown, at junction of 
routes 25A and 25. 


SUFFOLK COUNTY HISTORI- 
CAL SOCIETY. Route 25 (West 
Main St.) at Osborn Ave., River- 
head. Exhibits of early furniture, 








Benj. G. Huskisson 
INSURANCE REAL ESTATE 
POrt Jeflerson 8-0372 
208 East Main St., Port Jefferson 








household and agricultural imple- 
ments. The John Hulbert Flag—a 
Revolutionary 6 pointed Stars and 
Stripes. Large collection of Ameri- 
can china and lustrewear. Libravy 
of over 2,500 volumes. Open daily, 


except Sunday and holidays. Ad- 
mission free. 
THE OLD HOUSE. Route 25 


one block south of West Main St., 
Cutchogue. Build in 1649 by John 
Budd in Southold. Moved to Cut- 
chogue in 1660 and given to Anna 
(Budd) and Benjamin Horton as a 
wedding present. The two story 
frame house is considered the finest 
example of its type in this country. 
The Congregational Society of Cut- 
chogue acquired it in 1940 and re- 
stored and furnished it with 17th 
century items. Open week-ends 
from Memorial Day through June, 
and every day July and August. 
Hours 2 to 5. Admission: 25 cents, 
children 10 cents. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH. South side route 25, 
Southold. State’s oldest English 
church. Organized in 1640. Second 








HILL VIEW FARM 
Baby Chicks—Hatching Eggs 
Table Eggs 


N. Y. State’s Oldest Certified 
Poultry Farm 


White Leghorns exclusively 
H. F.—R. G. HENDRICKSON 
Bridgehampton, L.I.,N.Y. 
Tel. BR 2-0226 or BR 2-0893 








building 1643. Present church built 
in 1803. Burying ground nearby 
dates back to 1640. Open daily all 
year. Admission free. 

VILLAGE HOUSE, Orient. Turn 
south from route 25 to Village Lane 


at Soldie:s Monument. This was 
once Griffin’s Tavern, now the 
home of the Oysterponds His- 


torical Society. Was opened as a 
Museum in 1945 and has collec- 
tions of Indian, Civil War and sea 
captain memorabilia. Open Tues., 
Thurs., Sat., Sunday 2 to 5 July to 
October. Admission free. 


SAGTIKOS MANOR. Montauk 
Highway, West Islip, slightly east 
of Babylon Village. Built in 1693-7 
Gen. Washington slept here April 

LONG ISLAND 


Aligerth, REAL ESTATE 


for more than 40 years 








Main office on Main road at 
Mattituck. Tel. Mattituck 9-8434. 








Nassau County office at 1699 
Northern Blvd., Manhasset. Tel. 
Manhasset 7 2646. 

Real Estate Insurance 


EDWARD F. COOK 


East Hampton 
Telephone 4-1440 














LEON R. EDELSTEIN 
Babylon Town Real Estate 
Wanted to Purchase old L. I. 
Maps, Documents. 
63) Sunrise Highway Babylon 
Tel. MOhawk 9-1144 
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SAVINGS 


AT 


ON YOUR 





Hubbell, Klapper & Hubbell 
LONG ISLAND REAL ESTATE 


65 Hilton Avenue 
Garden City, N. Y. 

















Dav SHORE FEDERAL SAVINGS 
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Che 
Suffolk Group 
Incorporated 
ESTATE PLANNING 
FOR THE 
AVERAGE FAMILY 
190 Merrick Road, Amityville 


Tel. AMityville 4-6868 























APRIL 1958 


21st, 1790. 
pointment. 


FIRE ISLAND LIGHTHOUSE. 
Built in 1856. East of Fire Island 
Inlet. May be reached by ferry 
from Babylon or Bay Shore. 


ST. JOHNS EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH. On route 27 (Montauk 
Hwy.) in Oakdale. Built in 1765 
by William Nicoll, grandson of the 
original patentee. Open Sunday 9 
to 12 a.m. Admission free. 


MANOR OF ST. GEORGE and 
Town Museum. At Smith’s Point 
near Mastic Beach. From route 27 
turn south at traffic |Jight in Mas- 
tic to William Floyd Parkway. Wil- 
liam Tangier Smith was granted a 
patent to the extensive manor in 
1691 and it remained in the Smith 
family until 1954. Besides many 
valuable documents, the old man- 
sion contains a fine collection of 
early American furnishings. 


SHINNECOCK INDIAN RESER- 
VATION. On route 27 about 2 
miles west of Southampton Village. 
Indian Pow Wows held each year 
over the Labor Day weekend. 


L. I. AUTOMOTIVE MUSEUM. 
On route 39 one mile west of South- 


May be visited by ap- 


ampton. Turn north from 27 just 
east of Shinnecock Canal Bridge 
for 39. Exhibits of early cars. Open 
daily 9 to 5, June through Septem- 
ber. Admission: adults 50 cents, 
children 25 cents. 





Montauk Light 


From watercolor by Cyril A. Lewis 


PARRISH ART MUSEUM. Job’s 
Lane, near Main St., Southampton. 
Founded in 1897. Paintings and re- 
productions of Greek, Roman and 
Renaissance statuary. Special ex- 
hibits in the summer. Open June 
to Sept. mornings and afternoons. 
Admission 50 cents at exhibits; free 
other times. 


SOUTHAMPTON HISTORICAL 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 


MUSEUM. East side of Main St., 
Southampton village. Collections of 
relics, including whaling and farm 
implements. Open daily except 
Sunday, June 12th through Septem- 
ber. Donations. 


FOUNDERS’ ROCK, Conscience 
Point. About 3 miles north of 
Southampton village, just off North 
Sea Rd. Marks the landing place 
of the first settlers in 1640. 

“HOME SWEET HOME,” East 
Hampton. East side James Lane, 
parallel to route 27. Boyhood home 
of John Howard Payne (1791-1852). 
May have inspired the words of his 
immortal song. Collections of fine 
lustrewear, completely equipped 
Colonial kitchen and other an- 
tiques. Old windmill in rear also 
contains historical exhibits. Open 
daily 10 to 12:30, 1:30 to 5, Sunday 
2 to 5, June through August. Ad- 
mission 50 cents. Children under 
schoo] age free. 


CLINTON ACADEMY. West side 
of route 27 (Main St.), East Hamp- 
ton, north of Village Green. Built 
in 1784 and chartered in 1787. Open- 
ed as a school in 1785. Now a mu- 
seum containing whaling equip- 
ment and early American exhibits 














THe “HISTORY HOUSES” 


OF THE FUTURE 


Are Being Financed by Your Savings Bank Now 








RIVERHEAD SAVINGS BANK 


85 YEARS OF SERVICE TO SAVERS AND HOME OWNERS 


RIVERHEAD, N. Y. 








MORTGAGE MONEY AVAILABLE 
FOR HOME BUILDERS AND BUYERS 


PARK 7-3600 


eee 
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including Gardiner’s Island antiqui- 
ties. William Payne, father of John 
Howard Payne, taught here for 
several years. Open daily except 
Sunday, June 1st to September ist. 
Admission: adults 25 cents, chil- 
dren 10 cents. 


OLD HOOK MILL. Memorial 
Green route 27, north Main St., 
East Hampton. Historic mill built 
in 1806, still in use. White oak 
and hickory timber used in con- 
struction brought from Gardiner’s 
Island. Open daily except Sunday 
10 to 5 during the summer, daily 
except Sunday 10 to 12 and 1 to 4 
October 1 to April 30. Admission 
free. 


OLD MULFORD HOUSE. James 
Lane, next to “Home Sweet Home”, 
East Hampton. Open Fri., Sat. and 
Sun., June to September, 2 to 5 
p.m. Admission 50 cents, children 
10 cents. 


MONTAUK POINT LIGHT- 
HOUSE. On route 27, 7 miles east 
of Montauk Village. Oldest U. S. 
Government Lighthouse on L. I. 
Built in 1795-1796. 


WHALERS PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH. South side Union S&t., 
one block east of Main St., between 
Madison and Division Streets, Sag 
Harbor. Church organized in 1766. 
Present church was designed by 
Minard Lafever and built in 1844. 
Historic steeple which could be 
seen from Montauk Point was de- 
stroyed in 1938 hurricane. 


THE WHALING MUSEUM. Cor- 
ner Main and Garden Streets, Sag 
Harbor. Built in 1846, designed by 


1 
4% per annum 


Paid Quarterly from 
Date of Deposit 








Get greater dividends for your sav- 
ings . . . get them credited faster 

. compounded four times a year 
. . « September 30, December 31, 
March 31, and June 30. Husbands 
and wives can have individual and 
joint savings accounts insured up 
to $30,000. Funds earn dividends 
from day of deposit. Send for handy 
save-by-mail kit—we pay postage both 
ways. 


Suffolk County Federal 


Savings and Loan Ass’n 


Babylon, N.Y. Smithtown, N. Y. 
Member Federal Savings & Loan Insur. Corp. 


M. Lafever, it is a beautiful ex- 
ample of Greek revival architec- 
ture. Ship models, _ scrimshaw, 
whaling equipment and other his- 
torical collections. Open weekdays 
10 to 5; Sundays 2 to 5, May 30 to 
October 15. 

THE OLD CUSTOM HOUSE. 
East side of Garden St., off Main 
St.. Sag Harbor. Built 1789, this 





he. * 


Old Custom House, Sag Harbor 


From watercolor by Cyril A. Lewis 





is the earliest Custom House in 
New York State. Sag Harbor and 
New York City were the state’s 
first ports of entry authorized by 
the new Federal Government in 
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1789. Building also housed the first 
Sag Harbor post office in 1794. 
Open weekdays 10 to 5; Sunday 
and Holidays 2 to 5, July 4th 
through October 12. Admission 
free. 


Gardiners Bay Fishing 


“Griffing Story Thrills” is a title 
you have given to a letter from 
Marion A. Rowley on the last page 
of the January Forum. That’s a 
fine title and I am sure Captain 
Griffing’s stories bring back many 
happy memories to many people 
who know and love the East End. 
We hope he may write more. 

The mention in Miss Rowley’s 
letter of Capt. Frank Tuthill and 
his fishing smack brings back 
stories he told me of his earlier 
fishing life at Gardiner’s Island, 
and how he knew Lyon Gardiner 
who told him he could build a 
fish-house at Bostwicks, “but do 
not annoy the fish-hawks’”. 

I remember rowing across the 
bay from Long Beach with my 
father for blackberries and land- 
ing at Bostwicks. It started to 
rain and we spent the night in an 








€pans 


AMITYVILLE DAIRY, Inc. 


AMITYVILLE 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE 
BLUE POINT 








RECORDS 


RCA -Columbia- Decca 


Wide Selection of 


POPULAR 
CLASSICAL 
CHILDREN’S 


in all the speeds 


AMITY RADIO 
For Quality Service on TV 
Onthe Triangle A Mityville4-1177 




















Attractively Bound 


Captain Kidd,” ete. 





Historic Long Island in 
Pictures, Prose and Poetry 
By Paul Bailey 


The author, whose two volume history of the island 
(1949) is used by schools, libraries and students gen- 
erally, herewith presents the subject in a lighter vein. 

More than 100 illustrations, together with numer- 
ous historical episodes, other facts, and such original 
poems as “Richard and the Bull”, “The Midnight Rides 
of Austin Roe”, “Treading Clams”, “The Saga of 
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old fish-house there that had been 
abandoned. It was open at both 
ends, and how that east wind did 
blow through. 

I wonder if Captain Griffing re- 
members it. That was when Gar- 
diner’s Point ran out to the Light 

and now they call it “the Ruins”. 

Ezra Hallock Young 
Anna Maria, Florida 


“Hired Hand” Writes 


You no doubt will be surprised 
to know that I was the youthfu! 
hired hand on the Minnie Rackett 
when Captain Eugene S. Griffing, 
as he wrote in the Forum some 
months ago, and Everett Bennett 
were lobstering off Montauk in 
1900. I was locked in the cabin 
during that squall when they were 
dragging their anchor and nearly 
went ashore in Shagwam. It was 
a very interesting article that Cap- 
tain Griffing wrote pertaining to 
this near catastrophe. How they 
worked out of it, with the wind 
on the beach, I do not know. 

Raymond L. Patterson 
Madison, N. J. 

Note: Mr. Patterson has for some 
years been general superintendent 
of the expansive Giralda Farms at 
Madison. At the time of the above 
incident he was 13 years old, re- 
ceiving $10 a month pay. 


Washington Letter 





An original Washington letter 
has been willed to the Suffolk 
County Historical Society by the 
late Miss Mary L. Dayton of Bay- 
view, Southold. It is a well pre- 
served manuscript in the clear and 
legible penmanship of the Father 
of Our Country, dated Sept. 7th, 
1795, and addressed to David Hed- 
ges, Benjamin Huntting, Abraham 
Miller, Jared Landon, Benj. Horton 
Jr., Nicol Floyd, John Howard, 
Josiah Reeve, & David Warren. 
The letter reads as follows,— 
“Gentlemen 

I have received your letter of 
Aug. 6th expressing your Senti- 
ments of the Treaty lately nego- 


POWELL 


Funeral Home, Inc. 
67 Broadway 


Amityville, New York 
AMityville 4-0172 
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ciated between the United States 


and Great Britain. 

It is now generally known that 
the Treaty has received my Assent 
on the Condition proposed by the 
Senate; this was not given until 
after the most mature delibera- 
tion.—Notwithstanding the Diver- 
sity of Opinion which has been 
manifested is much to be regretted, 
I cannot but hope that experience 
will show that the public interest 
required the course which has been 
pursued. 

With due respect 
I am Gentlemen 
Your Obedient 
Geo. Washington 
United States 

7th Sept., 1795.” 

There is a familiar ring today 
about this presidental communica- 
tion of 162 years ago that suggests 
the truth of the old French adage, 
“The more things change, the more 
they remain the same.” 

Ralph Fanning 
Riverhead 


From Far Off Guam 

I enjoy the Forum as much as 
ever and also Mr. Bailey’s articles 
in the News-Review of Riverhead 
which I hope to put into a scrap- 
book. My husband has been with 
RCA since starting at Riverhead 
twenty-eight years ago, with sub- 
sequent assignments in Korea and 
now Guam. We plan to be home 
at Wading River on vacation next 
spring in time for the strawberries 

and fresh vegetables. 
Dorothy T. (Mrs. A. Z.) Smith 
Box 1023 Agana, Guam. 


Congratulations upon the Forum 
completing its 20th year with the 
last (December) issue. W. P. Fish, 
Far Rockaway. 
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Continued from page 66 
ter. The man could whisper faint- 
ly and told of seven more men 
lashed somewhere near the ship's 
bow, perhaps already drowned, 
perhaps not. There was no time 
to summon aid, as the one remain- 
ing mast of the ship was waving 
crazily against the grey dawn, and 
it was plain that her timbers were 
rapidly giving way. Stripping him- 
self of his woolens, seven times 
Allen crawled along the bow-sprit, 
chopped out the crew one by one 
and dragged them to safety. 

It was full daylight when his 
skipper and two surfmen started 
out in search of their missing mate. 
Halfway to the shelter, they met 
him and the men he had saved. 
Of the ship, which was a three- 
masted schooner, nothing remained 
but the bow portion of the keel 
and ribs, deeply embedded in the 
sand at the foot of the dunes. 

The log-book at the life-saving 
station contained the following la- 
conic entry — “Three - masted 
schooner Beaumont came ashore in 
heavy gale two miles west of sta- 
tion and crew of eight were as- 
sisted ashore by surfman Allen”. 





Glad that hoax about the priority 
of the John Hulbert Flag was 
finally publicly exploded by the 
Long Island Forum (December 
number). (Mrs.) Marilyn Jetson, 
Elmhurst. 


The attractive little pamphlet 
“Long Island Whalers” arrived 
some weeks ago and I have read 
it with great interest. W. Stephen 
Thomas, Director, Rochester Mu- 
seum of Arts and Sciences, Roch- 
ester, N. Y. 
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It was a long walk to land, and 
through field and meadow and for- 
est to Coram. There was little talk- 
ing when the group made the inn; 
they were too cold. 

The next morning they left the 
inn and headed for the Sound. At 
Miller Place they paused, for the 
large house of Lieutenant Robin- 
son blocked their way. 

“Want to measure exact,” Nicoll 
insisted. Shivering Daniel nodded. 

“He'll let us go through.” 

Nicoll thumped at the Robinson 
door, the chain dangling from his 
shoulder. A brief explanation suf- 
ficed: the Robinsons could say they 
had seen this episode. The chain 
was hauled in the back door and 
out through the front. 

At the Sound they hammered 
in a last stake, then turned back 
and counted off the miles. When 
they were half way, Nicoll paused 
at a pitch pine tree. This would 
be the marker, the proof, the 
trophy of this feat of endurance. 
Nicoll took an ax and cut out 
strips of bark nearly four feet high. 
Then satisfied, he went to the inn 
to rest and to warm his hands and 
feet, and later rode off towards 
home. 

Daniel went out for another look 
at the tree. The marker, he figured, 
was about a mile south of what 
was locally called the “three-mile 
tree’, and the ‘‘three-mile tree’? was 
three miles from the inn. He and 
the boys cut down another large 
tree close by to better mark the 
spot. 

While Nicoll had gone away 
content, the dispute was not over. 
As soon as word got around, dif- 
ferences of opinion arose just as 
Daniel had guessed they would. 
Some of the ‘south people’ came 


up a mile north of the tree and 
defiantly cut down fifty cords of 
wood and claimed it. For ten 
years the quarrel went on; then a 
jury or committee was elected to 
settle the issue. Their verdict was 
fair, or not fair, depending on 
which side one was on: the ‘“mid- 
dle people” gave the south folk 
forty rods off each lot. 

But in later years more contro- 
versy arose. In 1833, the celebrat- 
ed attorney Selah B. Strong went 
to see Daniel Smith III, son of 
the Daniel II who had accompanied 
Nicoll on the famous trek. Daniel 
III was now 86, nearly blind and 
too infirm to leave his home. 

The case of Jackson versus 
Woodhull was coming into court, 
Selah explained, and one of the 
major points would be the location 
of the middle of the Island. Would 
Daniel III recount as much as he 
could of Nicoll’s measuring ? 

As Daniel III talked, Selah made 
notes. At the end of the story, 
Selah looked at the aged man with 
considerable curiosity. “You've told 
me everything except what the dis- 
tance was, Daniel.” 

“IT don't quite recollect—fifteen 
miles and some rods, or sixteen and 
some.” 

Selah became impatient. 


“This 
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is a big case, Daniel. The Nicoll 
patents, Billy Nicoll’s will of 1778, 
Indian deeds, and Colonel William 
“Tangier Smith patent of 1693 
are among the documents to be 
brought into evidence. Nicoll 
Floyd, Charles T. Dering, James 
M. Fanning and many others will 
be summoned to testify.” 

“T ‘still don’t recollect. 
seems to me that Nicoll 
mark every mile.”’ 

“Try to recall.” 

Daniel chuckled. ‘Fifteen miles 
and some rods, or sixteen and some 
rods. Would depend on where you 
started to measure from, wouldn't 
it? 


But it 
made a 


A Forum Lender 


Have shared my copies at times 
with friends who find the Forum 
equally interesting to oldtimers 
who remember the island as it was, 


and to the newcomers who are 
curious about its background. I 


like particularly to introduce the 
Forum to out-of-staters to show 
them they have not moved into just 
one big sub-division, but a bit of 
America with a history and a heri- 
tage. I of course always find 
something of interest in it. 
Ralph C. Atkinson 
Freeport 
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“Long Island Whalers” 


By Paul Bailey 


The history of whaling by L. I. ships and men for 
more than 200 years, briefly told. Showing the begin- 
ning, the rise, the peak and the decline and finish of 
the industry between the 1640’s and 1870’s. Well illus- 
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Continued from page 69 


home to refill his medicine bag, 
get warm, and eat, a fresh horse 
would be hooked up so that he 
could continue his calls. There 
were no drugstore prescriptions in 
those days—the doctor and what 
he carried were all. 


It is told that Dr. Mulford was 
returning from Amagansett visits 
ten miles east of his home one 
cold winter afternoon when his 
horse stumbled and fell from ex- 
haustion on the frozen road. The 
doctor loosened the harness, blan- 
keted the animal, and on top added 
his lap robe. Then he lay down 
on the ground, back to back with 
the horse. After a half hour the 
horse showed a desire to get up. 
Dr. Mulford arose, took off the 
blankets, helped the animal up, and 
continued the two miles home, no 
doubt to find other calls awaiting 
him and a fresh horse to drive. 


In relating this incident he said, 
in a matter of fact way, ‘Dolly 
(his horse) was tired, and I was 
tired too.’ Ernest S. Clowes, in 
his book ‘Wayfarings’’ writes that 
Dr. Mulford had one of the widest 
practices on eastern Long Island 
and that the Doctor told him that 
one winter day he used three teams 
of horses in covering sixty miles. 
No doubt it was a mighty long 
day. 

One or more times a year, the 
East End doctors gathered for a 
meeting with midday dinner at 
some central village. This was 
called a Clinic. Conversation turn- 
ed to many subjects and to the 
number of horses each had to have. 
Dr. Mulford was a man of few 
words and did not join in, but all 
present knew that his territory 
was unusually large. Finally, when 
asked how many horses he kept, 
his unsmiling reply was, “eigh- 
teen.’ The astonished glances and 
raised eyebrows were changed to 
roars of laughter when it was ex- 
plained that the good doctor was 
breeding road horses. 

It has been related that on oc- 
casions when Dr. Mulford entered 
a remote home where a man or 
woman lived alone, he would find 
the patient in bed and the fire out. 
After attending to the immediate 
needs of the patient, he would 
build the fire, cook food, feed the 
patient, leave medicine, and, call- 
ing at the nearest house, tell the 


neighbor how to care for and treat 
the lone invalid. 

Sunday morning seemed to be 
the time when folks came to see 
the doctor. All morning, a long, 
continuous line of rigs of different 
sorts would be waiting for patients 
that were inside. 

Later in life, I remember Dr. 
Mulford being driven about, on 
his calls by his son in a Stanley 
Steamer. The days of horses and 
long cold rides were over. 

In February of 1926, at the age 
of 78, Dr. Mulford, bag in hand, 
wading through the snow to a pa- 
tient, suffered a heart attack and 
passed away. Truly it can be said 
that he died in harness with his 
boots on. 

The Mulford home is now as 
I always knew it—the picket fence 
at the sidewalk, and some distance 
back from the house the barn and 
shed. Dr. Mulford’s only grand- 
daughter, married, lives there. She 
has children, married, who also 
have children. But no longer does 
Dr. Mulford step out of the kitch- 
en door, in his long ulster, carrying 
his black bag, to harness a horse 
for his calls. That is gone with 
the wind. 
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Not An 


Our house was mentioned as an 
“octagonal” in the December 
Forum. Although it may appear 
that way from the street, it is not. 
It is a 40-foot square house, hav- 
ing two corners facing the street 
cut off at a 45 degree angle. The 
sides and back are straight. 

Mrs. R. H. Burcher 
Westhampton Beach 


“Octagonal” 


Chester G. Osborne’s revelations 
in his story on Dr. Daniel Robert, 
1746-1804, added greatly to the his- 
toric value of your December num- 
ber. Clarence W. Dobbs, Queens 
Village. 
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She Designs For 
The Well-Dressed Moppet 


All over the United States, thou- 
sands of little girls are looking 
like little fashion plates, thanks 
to Ruth of Carolina. The Ruth 


in the case is Ruth Waddill Combs ~ 


of Hendersonville, North Carolina, 
who manufactures these frocks, 
runs her home, and still finds time 
for her family. 

Mrs. Combs _ graduated from 
Traphagen School of Fashion in 
New York, right into a design job 
which she very shortly abandoned 
for marriage. She kept her talents 
active, however, by dressing her 
own little daughter so charmingly 
that all the mothers in Henderson- 
ville—and many surrounding towns 

-wanted her to make dresses for 
their children. Mrs. Combs tried 
to accommodate them, but it soon 
became apparent that a factory was 
the only way to supply the demand, 
and in 1951 she went into business. 
Ever since, orders from_ stores, 
nationwide, have poured in so fast 
that the ever-growing plant could 
hardly keep pace with them. The 
firm, called Ruth Originals, now 
has a showroom in New York, and 
with Mrs. Combs as designer, em- 
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Dresses by Ruth of Carolina 





ploys 94 people in its pleasant, 
well-equipped factory, plus some 60 
women in the neighborhood of 
Hendersonville who do fine finish- 
ing on the dresses at home---that 
added touch that provides the same 
charm her dresses had when Ruth 
Combs made them herself. 

Mrs. Combs’ home state is so 
proud of her success that the Ash- 
ville Citizen Times devoted a whole 
page last month to her accomplish- 
ments. Her alma mater, the Trap- 
hagen School of Fashion is also 
honoring Ruth of Carolina with a 
display of dresses of her design. 
Visitors are welcome to see these 
dainty and practical frocks which 
are now on exhibit at the school, 
1680 Broadway (52nd St.), New 
York. 


In Reply to Queries 


The former name of Belle Terre 
on the north shore of Brookhaven 
town was Oakwood. The old time 
name of Port Jefferson, to the west, 
was Drown (not Drowned) 
Meadow. 

William Havens, heroic com- 
mander of privateers in the War 
for Independence (1775-1783), is 
buried in the churchyard of the 
Old Whalers (Presbyterian) Church 
at Sag Harbor. His gravestone 
reads: “Captain William Havens, 


Captain of the Privateers Beaver, 
Jay and Retaliation in the War of 
the Revolution.” 

St. Johniand, near Northport, was 
founded by the Rev. William Au- 
gustus Muhlenberg (1796-1877), rec- 
tor of St. George’s Episcopal 
Church in Flushing. He was also 
founding principal of Flushing In- 
stitute, organizing pastor of New 
York’s Church of the Holy Com- 
munion, and founding superinten- 
dent of St. Luke’s Hospital in New 
York. 

Editors. 


Whaling Ancestry 


Have just finished reading the 
February Forum and how I en- 
joyed every word of it. “Last Days 
of Whaling” was very good and 
I saw the name Uriah Gordon 
therein, and believe he was one of 
my paternal grandmother’s broth- 
ers. I remember seeing him when 
I was a child. He lived at the east 
end where there were many Gor- 
dons. 

On my mother’s side, too, there 
were seafaring folks, and I used 
to hear her tell how they went 
to sea, and of Uncle Edward round- 
ing Cape Horn. 

(Mrs.) Jennie L. Byrne 
Patchogue 
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CLOTHES 
DRYER! 


Instead of wind, weather and clothes-line 
punishment they used to suffer, shirts now 
get such gentle treatment in an Auto- 
matic DRYER that they come out fluffy, 
with no hard wrinkles, 
That’s right . . . you can do them in half the time . . . and that goes for other washables, too. .. in fact, 


many items need no ironingatall! An Automatic DRYER saves on clothes... SAVES MONEY TOO! 
See them at LILCO or your Appliance Dealer 
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lost her life in the Wading River wa eee 
creek by going down in quick sand 
while bathing. 
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Was surprised to read in the 
December Forum that Riverhead 
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